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After several workshops, meetings, and much paperwork, nine high school students from Leilehua, Pearl
City, Kapolei, and Roosevelt spent part of their
spring break backpacking in Haleakalā National Park.
They began their adventure by boarding the plane to
Maui and spending their first day sightseeing at Maui
Ocean Center and ‘Īao Valley. They then prepared
for their backpacking trip by picking up groceries for
the menu that the students themselves planned.

The following day, they began their four day, three night adventure in Haleakalā's wilderness. Starting with a hike down Sliding
Sands Trail, they spent the first night at Kapalaoa Cabin. The next
day, the students hiked to Palikū and spent their second night in
the Rangers’ cabin. On the third day, they hiked out to Hōlua Cabin, doing service projects along the way. On the fourth and last
day, the students hiked out of the crater on the Halemau‘u Trail.
By the time they reached the top, the students hiked a total of
19.5 miles! The last hours on Maui were spent showering, having
dinner, and making a quick stop to Krispy Kreme before heading to
the airport. It was a great experience for everyone!
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“The Journey is the Destination”
Reflections from Jamie Tanino
This past spring break, I had the honor of leading a group of
high school students through Haleakalā’s wilderness. It was
truly a great experience but I received far more than I expected, and it wasn’t all from nature. Granted, Haleakalā’s natural beauty constantly gives back and amazes me, even when
I’m not looking. On this trip, it was the students who gave
back and amazed me, and they might not have known what
they were giving back at the time.
When I met all the students for the first time, I saw their physical stature
and their slight hesitation of not quite knowing what they were getting
into. I also saw a glint of excitement and wonder. As the classes and
workshops took place, I honestly wasn’t sure how it would all come together but it did! The “pack test” showed me their determination and
passion. As the students went over the packing list and itinerary during
the last pre-trip meeting, I saw the glow of excitement and anticipation.
I watched the camaraderie develop as the students
went from not knowing each other’s names for
months to working together to achieve a common
goal, like cooking breakfast and cleaning the cabin. I
witnessed them helping each other with various tasks
from keeping the wood stove burning to tying each
other’s shoes. Great friendships developed and
deepened during their
free time playing card
games. The joy, laughter,
and sometimes boisterousness made every aspect of this trip so
worth it - from classes to workshops, emails and forms, paperwork
and planning. I wasn’t simply leading a group of high school students through Haleakalā’s wilderness. I was leading a group of
young adults who came with a common goal of challenging themselves. They had the perseverance to overcome obstacles (a heavy
pack, sore muscles, rough terrain, ever changing weather), the determination to hike 19.5 miles in four days, and the understanding
that giving up was not an option. It was a great experience for me
and I hope it was for them as well.
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I’m proud of Angelic, Blessie, Darian,
Kaulana, Lauren, Rosebelle, Sarah,
Zachary and Zxianen for completing this
experience. You all did a great job
planning and executing our camp
meals, keeping us warm with a constant fire in the wood burning stoves
(Palikū was a bit tricky), cleaning up the
cabin and leaving it better than before,
removing social trails for our service
project (which we didn’t have much
time for), and challenging yourself
through four days and three nights in
the wilderness.
And I couldn’t have done any of this without my support
team. Mahalo nui loa to:
●Jim Yuen for your support and for organizing and teaching
the classes.
●Fred Nakaguma and Bob Keane for adding to the classes,
gathering backpacks and jackets for the students to borrow,
and supporting us while on Maui. You drove us around and
picked us up at the end trail, coming with snacks for us to
devour and enjoy!
●Kelson Lee for adding to the classes and assisting me and the students through our journey in
Haleakalā.
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Haleakalā Trip - Student Afterthoughts
Overall, this spring break trip was enjoyable on so many levels but my
favorite aspect was about being an “individualistic team.” We worked
together as a team but we all had individual jobs that we were each responsible for. For example, we had to carry all our own belongings by
ourselves and tend to our own needs. This is very different from back
home where everything we needed was nearby. We also learned a lot
about ourselves as well as the people around us. I think that each of us
were able to bond deeply because we were with each other so closely
and for such a long time. They say a family that travels together grows
together and that surely applied to us!
There were many lessons embedded within this trip. Foremost, it was a once in a lifetime experience that will
never be forgotten because of what I was able to learn about myself. I didn’t think I would be able to backpack
for four days and carry a 40-pound pack but I did. I surprised not only myself but also my family. From this, I
found the confidence that I could do anything if I worked really hard and if I really wanted to do it. It is one of
the most important things to figure out about yourself because it expands your potential.
This trip often challenged the tenacity and resolve in each of us. There were times when we were
walking the distance to the cabins, the miles seemed to grow rather than shrink. Each mile felt as
though it were sixty miles. But we all stuck together, kept walking one step at a time, and rejoiced
when we could finally see the roof of each cabin.
To future HSH backpackers, if you have a chance to go to the Crater, take it! The lessons that you
will learn in those four days are valuable and rare. It is a good experience for those who are not as
prepared as others but you may also find that you are more capable than you think. Remember
that you are in no rush so you can always go at your own pace. “The journey IS the destination.”
-- Sarah Yamamoto

This trip affected my views and feeling about Hawai‘i’s environment by showing me the astonishing land that is home to the endemic Silversword and their other variations. The Crater itself
is also home to endangered insects. The most challenging part of this trip was the preparation
stage – working out the items we had to bring and planning the food for each day. I would tell
future HSH backpackers to pack as light as possible. Take only what you will need. I ended up
packing way too much than I actually needed. I brought four sets of clothes when I only used
two. My favorite part of the trip was the experience I had with everyone else and the beautiful
scenery of Haleakalā. I feel that I made some good friends from this trip and I wish I can go back
soon. -- Zachary Lim

I learned that I am actually capable of doing things I never thought I’d be able to do. I also
learned to be open-minded, be ready, and be an effective communicator. I can overcome anything as long as I believe in myself and I don’t give up. I pushed myself to keep on moving my
two feet, no matter how sweaty, tired, and sore I was. Learning about the different native
plants and birds in the Crater made me appreciate the uniqueness of Hawai‘i`s environment
and the natural beauty it possesses. – Rosebelle Ines
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My favorite part of the trip was learning about the wilderness around us, going
through the switchbacks, and having the opportunity to enjoy the natural beauty of
Hawai‘i. The first day through the crater was a unique visual experience. I learned that
I could handle high altitudes while hiking as well as temperature changes. At first, I
thought I wouldn’t be able to handle it but this challenge made me realize it was worth
trying for. Although the challenging parts of the trip were hiking up the switchbacks of
Halemau‘u Trail and hiking down Sliding Sands Trail, those hikes helped me get used to
carrying my heavy pack. It doesn’t matter how long or how far the hike is, all that
matters is to enjoy it since we don’t have these kinds of views on O‘ahu. – Zxianen Frio

Before going on this trip, I assumed that it would be like any other adventure – easy
and fun. However, it turned out to have a few obstacles. As I climbed the ridge behind Palikū Cabin, all I could think about was giving up because it was such a difficult
hike. But in the end, I found myself believing that nothing is hard if you give it your
all. The most challenging part of the trip was carrying more than 25 pounds as we
hiked for many miles. But as the days passed, it became less difficult for me because
I had gotten used to the weight on my back. My favorite and most memorable moments of the trip were our free times in the cabins. When we all joined together to
play cards, we laughed so much the whole entire time. My advice to future HSH
backpackers is to pack efficiently and have enough clothes to keep you warm and
dry. Thinking smarter is more productive than thinking harder. My experience in
Haleakalā led me to care more about our ‘āina. An opportunity like this comes once
in a lifetime so it’s better to take it now than regret it later on. – Angelic Pilar

I had lots of time to think during this trip. As we traversed the sprawling ‘a‘ā
fields, I pondered my priorities and questioned why I valued things like school
so much. This trip made me realize that memories are not created in the
classroom but in the great outdoors. Moving forward I hope to open up my
schedule and escape the hypnotizing glow of my computer monitor to spend
more time in places I love, doing the things that I love.
This trip strengthened my deep bond with the outdoors. Leaving the Crater, I
was left in awe of the spectacular diversity and sheer beauty of Hawaii’s environment. I’ve always held our natural resources in high regard but this trip
really fortified my admiration. The contrast between the night skies from
Hōlua in comparison to Punchbowl struck a chord in me and made me realize
that we need to take better care of our precious Earth. – Darian Gill
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2015-2016 High School Hikers
Clubs and Advisors

Kapolei High School
Chelsey Jay, Jeremy Soriano
Evy Braum
Leilehua High School
Jeannette Keane, Bob Keane
Our Mission
HSH provides support for hiking activities
in various high schools in the
State of Hawai‘i.
High School Hikers and Sierra Club
approved hike leaders work in cooperation
with an advisor of a high school to provide
leadership knowledgeable in hiking skills
and environmental subjects.

Moanalua High School
Erron Yoshioka, Mark Lee,
Sandra Nakagawa-Saito
Darryl Nishimoto,
Nylen Takahashi
Pearl City High School
Chuck Stutz

“Come forth into the light of things.
Let Nature be your teacher.”
-- William Wordsworth

